


·         Congress has specifically authorized their placement; or

·         there is compelling justification for the recognition, and the commemorative work is
the best way to express the association between the park and the person, group, event, or
other subject being commemorated.

In general, compelling justification for a commemorative work will not be considered unless

·         the association between the park and the person, group, or event is of
exceptional importance; and

·         in cases where a person or event is proposed for commemoration, at least
five years have elapsed
since the death of the person (or the last member of a group), or at least 25 years
have elapsed since the event. (Within the District of Columbia and its environs, refer
to the Commemorative Works Act for more specific requirements.)

Simply having worked in a park, or having made a monetary or other type of donation to a
park, does not necessarily meet the test of compelling justification. In these and similar
cases other forms of recognition should be pursued.

With regard to the naming of park structures, names that meet the criteria listed above may
be approved by the Director. Names that do not meet those criteria will require legislative
action. All donor recognition must be consistent with Director Order #21: Donations and
Fundraising. In accordance with Director Order #21, the naming of rooms, features, or park
facilities will not be used to recognize monetary or in-kind donations to a park or to the
National Park Service.

9.6.2 Interpretive Works That Commemorate

The primary function of some commemorative works most often in the form of a plaque presented
by an outside organization is to describe, explain, or otherwise attest to the significance of a park’s
resources. These devices are not always the most appropriate medium for their intended purpose,
and their permanent installation may not be in the best long-term interests of the park. Therefore,
permanent installations of this nature will not be allowed unless it can be clearly demonstrated that
the work will substantially increase visitors appreciation of the significance of park resources or
values, and do so more effectively than other interpretive media.

With regard to Civil War parks, new commemorative works will not be approved, except where
specifically authorized by legislation. However, consideration may be given to proposals that would
commemorate groups that were not allowed to be recognized during the commemorative period.

In those parks where there is legislative authorization to erect commemorative works,
superintendents will prepare a plan to control their size, location, materials, and other factors
necessary to protect the overall integrity of the park.






