Interagency Trail Data Standards Version 1

Introduction – How to Begin
Start Here:  Review the information below to help familiarize yourself with the general organization, content and suggested sequence for viewing the individual documents and appendices posted on the site.
Which Document First?  The documents and appendices are arranged sequentially, beginning with a discussion of fundamental concepts and sideboards, followed by the identification, definition and development of the data attributes and corresponding lists of values (LOVs).

To be most effective in your viewing, it is recommended that you familiarize yourself with the general content and logic in the first two documents, in sequential order, before looking at the Trail Data Standards and the List of Values.  
What's in Each Document?  Below is a quick summary of what's in each Document, listed in the recommended order of viewing.
1st Document:  Overview and Reference
Basic concepts and sideboards essential to understanding the intended purpose and development of the Interagency Trail Data Standards including:


-- Interagency definition of a Trail
-- Underlying premises, factors and sideboards considered during development of the standards

-- Selection criteria for Interagency Core Questions and Data Attributes (What's inside/outside the interagency scope?)


-- Interagency Core Trail Questions.  (What are we trying to answer?)

2nd Document:  Chronology of the Project

3rd Document:  Core Questions (Expanded)

Understanding the Core Question:


-- What does the question mean?


-- Which trails does the question apply to:  All Trails, NSTs and/or NHTs?


-- What data attributes are needed to answer the question?


-- Should the attributes be recorded/available as tabular or spatial information?

4th Document:  Trail Data Standards  
Understanding the intent of each data attribute:


-- Attribute name


-- Attribute definition


-- Which types of trails does the attribute apply to:  All Trails, NSTs, and/or NHTs?


-- Should the attributes be recorded/available as tabular or spatial information?

-- Can there be more than one value recorded for the attribute, at the same spot, on the same trail?  (Overlap vs. Multiple Values) 

5th Document:  List of Values (LOVs)
In addition to most of the items listed in the previous document, this document takes definition of the data attributes one step further by defining:


-- LOVs (lists of values, or codes) for each data attribute


-- LOV definitions

-- Data "Crosswalk" Translation:  Specific references to the (existing or planned) corresponding data attribute within each agency's database.

This is under development and provided FYI only.
Appendices

Appendices further explain concepts presented in the draft standards, including:
Appendix A:  Trail Class:  Standardized trail design/management/communication tool recommended for interagency adoption.
Appendix B:  Designed Use and Managed Use:  Fundamental trail design/management concepts recommended for interagency adoption.
Appendix C:  NHT Condition Categories:  Draft proposed set of standard classifications designed to assess the comparative character of visible trail remnants observed at the time of mapping for all NHT’s.  

Appendix D:  Core Questions and Attributes Considered, but Dropped:  Discussion record and rationale for Core Questions, Attributes and concepts that were considered in detail, but dropped from further consideration as Interagency Core Trails Data Standards.

Appendix E:  Conceptual Trail Attribute Relationships
Appendix F:  Acronym and Abbreviation List

Appendix G:  Interagency Internal Review:  Comments received during the May, 2003 internal interagency review and the disposition of the comments.
Appendix H:  Frequently Asked Questions
Appendix I:  Interagency Trail Data Standards Team Contact List
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