Blue Ridge Parkway Bloom Calendar

North Carolina and Virginia

The diversity of habitats, elevations, and the north-south orientation of the Parkway reward
visitors with an amazing variety of blooming plants. Spring is an especially abundant time for
wildflowers, with blooms typically peaking earlier in Virginia due to lower average elevations. This
list highlights some of the wildflowers (W), shrubs (S), and trees (T) that bloom along the Parkway,
along with approximate bloom times. Tap on the individual common names for an online link to
photos in the Plant Gallery.

Turk's cap lily overlooking the Blue Ridge

Plant
Common Name Scientific Name Form Bloom Color Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Trout Lily Erythronium americanum yellow * * ®
Spring beauty Claytonia caroliniana pink ° ° °
Bloodroot Sanguinaria canadensis white . . .

Little brown jug

Hexastylis arifolia

purple/brown

Halberd-leaved yellow violet Viola hastata yellow . . .
Trailing arbutus Epigaea repens pink o o ©
Serviceberry Amelanchier laevis white ° ° .
Eastern redbud Cercis canadensis pink o o o

Jack-in-the-pulpit

Arisaema triphyllum

green/purple

Bluets

Houstonia caerulea

blue

Red trillium/wake robin

Trillium erectum

reddish-brown

Virginia bluebell Mertensia virginica blue/white ° °
Star chickweed Stelaria pubera white . .
Squirrel corn Dicentra canadensis white o O

Showy orchis

Galearis spectabilis

lavender/white
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Dwarf crested iris Iris cristata lavender o o
Fringed phacelia Phacelia fimbriata white . .
Flowering dogwood Cornus florida white . U
Great white trillium Trillium grandiflorum white . .
Dutchman's breeches Dicentra cucullaria white L o
False Solomon's seal Maianthemum racemosa white . °
Cut-leaved toothwort Cardamine concatenata white c o
Wild geranium Geranium maculatum pink/purple i .
Bellwort Uvularia puberula yellow L o
Fraser magnolia Magnolia fraseri white . .
Pinxter flower Rhododendron periclymenoides pink L o
White baneberry Actaea pachypoda white . .
Solomon's seal Polygonatum biflorum white L o
Mayapplé Podophyllum peltatum white . .
Carolina sweetshrub Calycanthus floridus dark red L o
Foamflower Tiarella cordifolia white . .
Fire pink Silene virginica red L o
Hooked buttercup Ranunculus recurvatus yellow . .
Mountain laurel Kalmia latifolia white/pink L o
Golden ragwort Packera aurea yellow . .
Pink Lady's slipper Cypripedium acaule pink L o
Galax Galax urceolata white .
Pipsissewa/Spotted wintergreen |[Chimaphila maculata white o



https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=1CC1F4C0-1DD8-B71C-076C-66D789F64543
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=1B8112E3-155D-451F-67DF-65A2EC76F767
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=8E8D1E1B-F018-431F-8079-04C12C619236
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=B88872A1-EA4F-443D-866A-3F1A2493F235
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=6D926BCC-1DD8-B71C-07AA-A34DADC34CCE
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=5A77F0CA-1DD8-B71B-0B82-D1E4DDC9796E
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=F5C50733-E657-42F3-9832-663BDDAF6170
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=99E00CAD-366D-4F26-9B0E-B410FE4AE798
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=850D8651-6C10-4E73-91C9-FB9BD95BBD2D
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=01203BD1-14D6-4261-85F5-EF8951859500
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=AD93A10B-96AB-4759-8E7F-10C1148177FA
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=BC3F6075-4CA0-4FBC-8ABA-3ECA3784DCFA
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=5A69E2BC-1DD8-B71B-0BA4-6B6D9A583AAE
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=C8C41EC8-1DD8-B71C-071D-99637BD8B4F1
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=BC311148-1DD8-B71C-07C9-9A5107FCDBF0
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=1B17119C-155D-451F-67CE-8177385472AD
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=5A6C4A23-1DD8-B71B-0B40-0F1F516C1797
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=F24E8E00-1DD8-B71B-0B74-6A8A452B24D2
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=7c36feac-5cc3-435a-bdc5-594f63a3d120&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=6c7771f9-bd3d-4545-923b-431e399034b0&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=ed2f7228-9a15-4336-807a-89ff28f4b13b&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=ce10f19c-b046-4970-9549-8403b0bc9e8e&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=67237d3d-a278-406f-9b2d-5de9e6b68360&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=cb3a1527-1dd8-b71c-076c-2ad4550a22f1&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=938e25b9-a54f-46fc-9ab9-94d268bc6bc7&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=b96ef600-b7e6-4eb4-862b-2679f85cabfe&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=f28b6813-b7d4-42d6-ba56-6e22957bcb30&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=1f0547e7-a1d5-4c0d-b215-3eddaa571b13&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=bcddefea-b365-4c73-a2ee-b91c9a6f761a&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=454df3bd-88f8-4518-b873-e2e01a49c4f4&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=83646bba-92f4-4fa2-a3be-231b617139aa&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=fd7d2e9a-0e37-4324-b9d4-9538aa312a03&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=8568258e-5759-4eb2-ae3d-cdac8facee22&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=04306eb8-028f-4d0b-9eb0-25c6a5ea68eb&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54

Plant

Common Name Scientific Name Form Bloom Color Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Flame azalea Rhododendron calendulaceum S orange . . .

Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta W |yellow o o o

Wild hydrangea Hydrangea arborescens S |white . i i

Goatsbeard Aruncus dioicus W  |white o ) )

Queen Anne's lace Daucus carota W |white . i i i . i
Rosebay rhododendron Rhododendron maximum S white/pink o o

Catawba rhododendron Rhododendron catawbiense S pink/purple . .

Sourwood Oxydendrum arboreum T |white ) )

Turk's cap lily Lillium superbum W |orange . . . .
Rattlesnake plantain Goodyera pubescens W  |white ) ) )

Eastern teaberry Gaultheria procumbens W |white/pink i i i

Greater tickseed Coreopsis major W |yellow ) ) )

Common jewelweed Impatiens capensis W  |orange . . . i
Indian pipe Monotropa uniflora W  |white o o o J
Yellow fringed orchid Platanthera ciliaris W |orange . . .
Cranefly orchid Tipularia discolor W  |purple/brown o o J

Pink turtlehead Chelone lyonni W [pink . . .
Joe-pye-weed Eutrochium fistulosum W  |[purple . . L
Cardinal flower Lobelia cardinalis W (red . . . .
Cutleaf coneflower Rudbeckia laciniata W |yellow . . . .
White wood aster Eurybia divaricata W |white . . .
Goldenrod Solidago spp. W |yellow o J o
American witch-hazel Hamamelis virginiana S yellow i .



https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=3E41BF05-1DD8-B71C-07C1-2336D48C86F0
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=43B8DCFF-1DD8-B71C-07EE-8C9942211808
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=C8E336D9-1DD8-B71C-07CE-F1649095A91F
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=5D43D4DB-1DD8-B71C-0787-16BFDA793FD6
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=DBB0D040-6FA6-4DA4-BD6C-27D04150AD35
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=C8C24CD6-1DD8-B71C-07E0-81391B03832E
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=8C13E056-C2E9-4B97-9E7D-E4F640AFAA92
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=C8D8F984-1DD8-B71C-0794-B6B4E4E5D35A
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=D1E48B89-C831-466F-BFA6-4F5A7976E570
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=7ED9947A-D146-4BCA-A895-A47C9CE72F15
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=092F0873-47BB-45BA-9D93-512606CA6D62
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=CACA1306-54AC-47B6-8DFC-D2AFF1C4486A
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=6641526E-155D-4519-3E83-F1DE13A78099
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=387112A7-1DD8-B71C-07AA-09316C2CA9E2
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=1CECE051-1DD8-B71C-07D1-1AD6817C21DB
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=838324&id=0073f901-d097-4c4c-9fae-2b80a1b5e819&gid=2F8F749C-1DD8-B71C-071EF86753492A54
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