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Washington, DC 
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Depot ice rink 
(Skatirllf into the future from the past 
"I For seven decades, the big open-air 
era.In thtd at the MUwaukte Road De
poe wu a a peel.ii place. Trains canied 
Mlnnesocans away for business, vac•• 
tions. honeymoons, coUtge, funerals 
..!.. and broughl them borne. Then ln 
1971 the trains stopped running. The 

~'1Js~~~:rl~~':d1~ ~oe°i!ibp~ 
Ifmlnder oflR\'el puL 
1 But now half the shed iJ bdghtJy lie 

!&1:d. n:,:~~f~n~a!b'!c':'m!~ 
gl.aued-In Ice rink thatJoob up at the 
fights of dawn1own skyscrapers. It's 
Uh a reviving hean beatina a.mong 
still-dark adjacent hotels under con
ttrucclon and the scaffold-rtnged de
P.Ot st.atJon that's being reborn u luxu· 
~a aDd probably railroad-decor 

~ Ya, lo.ng-b.aul p,nsengtr trains 
don't 11op In downtown Minnupoll1. 
1'ut tnln11eem in downtown's future. 
I\ Ughi.rail con:unute1 ualn to Bloom
ington. Commuter setvlce k)mtday to 
5'. Cloud. A connection 10 St. Paul, 
too Meanwhile, old neon advtrtlsing 
~tsan! bri1U11ening the nearbyrh"r• 
Rom- Pillsfiwy now on one side and 
Gtnetal Mill• Oow across the river, 

r:;!: c~3:::a~ ~8:the~o~ 
rival 

w~~';';r·the ~w~e~=~~~ 
wilh Ice skating a1 New Yort City's 
Rockef~r Cen1er. Tha1's • auttc.b. 
perhaps. but also a nice thoughL Ice 
sbtuc nowwtll be another reason fo r 
Minnesotaru 10 rerurn 10 the Missh • 
slppl River in downtown MlnneapoUs, 
just n they an: doina: In St. Paul, 100. 

And u MlnnesotMls return to 
wtwre these Twln Cities began, they 
1hollid recall a luson from the train 
shed, and &om 1imllar old buildings 

~~d1~:i':~~;1~~~:~~e~~~: 
i~!,d?:~or~:::;~o~r ':' ~ ~?c;;: 
the C::."M Corp. o( SL Paul commend-

~~-(IW:~~~ Mt::~~~ 
mory, the Grain Belt Brewery and the 
Ivy Tower all are at some sta&e or 

ri=~~:~s;~~~= ;;n~c:r ~~!~! 
th11 gives MmnupoliJ Its Identity. So 
let'• wdcome the Ice sbten, but also 
wbu their reborn train shed-rink teUs 
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R tain original 
materials and 
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Appropriate 

- Avoid lowering ceilings 
- Place new mechanical in 

utilitarian areas Inappropriate 
- Never intersed or cover windows 
- Avoid the destrudion of historic materials; 

use existing penetrations if possible 







 

... and 
the 
lwin 

• 
I 

Th 
Good 
lwin ... 





 

I letel Kaddatz 
Fergus Falls. MN 
for1:ner hotel with 
significant 1940s 
•five & dime' faead4 
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