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Introduction 
Longfellow House- Washington’s Headquarters National Historic Site is a 
unit of the National Park Service that preserves and interprets the historic 
structures, grounds and collections associated with the life and work of the 
nation’s first professional poet who engaged the major social, political and 
cultural questions of his day through poetry that engaged the mind and 
pleased the senses. 

Longfellow’s poems continue to resonate – inviting new generations to 
think about the power of words and the marvel of human ingenuity. The 
park offers several curriculum- based programs for student groups in the 
Greater Boston area, and is pleased to now offer educators a downloadable 
teacher packet with materials suitable for classroom use. 

This packet, Longfellow’s Life & Legacy, includes biographical information 
on Henry Wadsworth Longfellow for students of all ages. In addition the 
packet includes an extensive bibliography with suggested readings for 
teachers and students, and a variety of primary source materials – historic 
photographs, poems, and quotes – suitable for classroom use. All 
photographs and documents in this packet are courtesy of the National 
Park Service, Longfellow House- Washington’s Headquarters National 
Historic Site. 
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