


The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Historic Preservation Projects with Guidelines for Applying the
Standards were written in 1976 by W. Brown Morton I and Gary . Hume (the ten Standards tor Rehabili-
tation and their guidelines have been the most-used component of this larger document which also contains
standards and guidelines for acquisition, protection, stabilization, preservation, restoration, and reconstrug-
tion). The guidelines to the rehabilitation standards were revised and expanded in 1983 by Gary 1. Hume and
Kay D. Weeks and issued wgether with the 1976 standards as a separate book entitled The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rebabiditation with Guidelines for Applying the Stundards. The 1976 Standards for
Rehabilitition were revised in 1990 by Gary L. Hume, 1. Ward Jandi.and Kay 1. Weeks following a public
commenting period.
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same material. Because this approach may
not always be technically or economically
feasible, provisions are made to consider
the use of a compatible substitute material.

It should be noted that, while the National
Park Service guidelines recommend the
replacement of an entire character-defining
feature under certain well-defined circum-
stances, they never recommend removal
and replacement with new material of a
feature that—although damaged or
deteriorated —could reasonably be re-
paired and thus preserved.

Design for Missing Historic Features

When an entire interior or exterior feature
1s mussing (for example, an entrance, or
cast iron facade; or a principal staircase), it
no longer plays a role in physically defin-
ing the historic character of the building
unless it can be accurately recovered in
form and detailing through the process of
carefully documenting the historical
appearance. Where an important architec-
tural feature is missing, its recovery is
always recommended in the guidelines as
the first or preferred, course of action.
Thus, if adequate historical, pictorial, and
physical documentation exists so that the
teature may be accurately reproduced, and
if it is desirable to re-establish the feature
as part of the building’s historical appear-
ance, then designing and constructing a






Alterations/Additions to Historic Buildings

Some exterior and interior alterations to
historic building are generally needed to
assure its continued use, but it is most
important that such alterations do not
radically change, obscure, or destroy
character-defining spaces, materials,
features, or finishes. Alterations may
include providing additional parking space
on an existing historic building site; cutting
new entrances or windows on secondary
elevations; inserting an additional floor;
installing an entirely new mechanical
system; or creating an atrium or light well.
Alteration may also include the selective
removal of buildings or other features of
the environment or building site that are
intrusive and therefore detract from the
overall historic character.

The construction of an exterior addition to
a historic building may seem to be essential
for the new use, but it is emphasized in the
guidelines that such new additions should
be avoided, if possible, and considered
only after it is determined that those needs
cannot be met by altering secondary, i.e.,
non character-defining interior spaces. If,
after a thorough evaluation of interior
solutions, an exterior addition is still
judged to be the only viable alterative, it
should be designed and constructed to be
clearly differentiated from the historic

xii Introduction to the Guidelines

building and so that the character-defining
features are not radically changed,
obscured, damaged, or destroyed.

Additions to historic buildings are refer-
enced within specific sections of the
guidelines such as Site, Roof, Structural
Systems, etc., but are also considered in
more detail in a separate section, New
Additions to Historic Buildings.

Energy Conservation/Accessibility
Considerations/Health and Safety
Code Considerations

These sections of the rehabilitation gui-
dance address work done to meet access-
ibility requirements and health and safety
code requirements; or retrofitting mea-
sures to conserve energy. Although this
work is quite often an important aspect of
rehabilitation projects, it is usually not a
part of the overall process of protecting or
repairing character-defining features;
rather, such work is assessed for it poten-
tial negative impact on the building’s
historic character. For this reason, particu-
lar care must be taken not to radically
change, obscure, damage, or destroy
character-defining materials or features in
the process of undertaking work to meet
various code requirements.
























Recommended

Cutting damaged concrete back to remove the
source of deterioration (often corrosion on
metal reinforcement bars). The new patch must
be applied carefully so it will bond satisfactorily
with, and match, the historic concrete.

Repairing masonry features by patching, piec-
ing-in, or consolidating the masonry using
recognized preservation methods. Repair may
also include the limited replacement in kind—or
with compatible substitute material—of those
extensively deteriorated or missing parts of
masonry features when there are surviving
prototypes such as terra-cotta brackets or stone
balusters.

Applying new or non-historic surface treatments
such as water-repellent coatings to masonry only
after repointing and only if masonry repairs

have failed to arrest water penetration problems.
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Not Recommended

Patching concrete without removing the source of deterioration.

Replacing an entire masonry feature such as a cornice or balus-
trade when repair of the masonry and limited replacement of
deteriorated or missing parts are appropriate.

Using a substitute material for the replacement part that does not
convey the visual appearance of the surviving parts of the ma-
sonry feature or that is physically or chemically incompatible.

Applying waterproof, water repellent, or non-historic coating
such as stucco to masonry as a substitute for repointing and
masonry repairs. Coatings are frequently unnecessary, expensive,
and may change the appearance of historic masonry as well as
accelerate its deterioration.

Flexible mortar expands and contracts with
temperature changes. Bricks bonded by
inflexible mortar tend to spall at the edges
in hot weather and separate from the
mortar when it is cold. Temperature
fluctuations result in cracks which permit
water Lo enter, causing additional
deterioration.
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Building
Exterior

Wood

10 Building Exicrior Wood

Because it can be casily shaped by
sawing, planing, carving, and
gouging, wood is used for architec-
tural features such as clapboard,
cornices, brackets, entablatures,
shutters, columns and balustrades.
These wooden features, both
functional and decorative, may be
important in defining the historic
character of the building and thus
their retention, protection, and
repair are important in rehabilita-
tion projects.

Wood has played a central role in
American buildings during every
period and in every style. Whether
as structural membering, exterior
cladding, roofing, interior finishes,
or decorative features, wood is
frequently an essential component
of historic and older buildings.

































Building
Exterior

Architectural
Metals

Architectural metal features—such as cast
iron facades, porches, and steps; sheet
metal cornices, siding, roofs, roof cresting
and storefronts; and cast or rolled metal
doors, window sash, entablatures, and
hardware—are often highly decorative and
may be important in defining the overall
historic character of the building.

Metals commonly used in historic buildings
include lead, tin, zinc, copper, bronze,
brass, iron, steel, and to a lesser extent,
nickel alloys, stainless steel and aluminum,
Historic metal building components were
often created by highly skilled, local arti-
sans, and by the late 19th century, many of
these components were prefabricated and
readily available from catalogs in standard-
ized sizes and designs.

18 Building Exterior Architectural Metals
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