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If lifetimes were measured in eons rather than years, we would witness tremendous movement and
change along the western edge of North America. The San Andreas fault, the boundary between the
North American and Pacific plates, is part of a 30 million-year geologic story that is still unfolding.
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Over millennia, the tectonic boundary has shifted inland as small pieces of the continent have joined
the Pacific plate. Today, the San Andreas fault is the active plate boundary where relative movement
between the plates averages two inches annually. In the future, the plate boundary will move inland
east of the Sierras. As the process continues, North America will be radically altered.





