
Recreational

The Merced River and South Fork Merced River offer  

diverse, river-related recreation, including the opportunity 
to recreate in the peerless setting of the Yosemite Valley, 
the Merced River Gorge, and throughout the entire river 
corridors. Recreating in these areas is inextricably linked 
to the dynamic natural processes in the Merced River that 

have helped form and continue to contribute to the  
scenery and evocative landscape. Along both rivers, people 

are able to connect to the natural world while engaging in 

activities that are enhanced by the quality of the landscape. 

Within these surroundings, people of all ages and abilities 

enjoy exemplary experiences that often create personal 

memories, traditions, and multi-generational bonding 

among family and friends. 

Supporting evidence and  
examples of the Recreational 
ORV include, but are not 
limited to:

• �Recreating within the Merced River 
corridor evokes a full range of senses, 
from the awe-inspiring views of the high 
granite cliffs in Yosemite Valley to the 
roar and vibrations caused by the  
wildness of the river during spring  
runoff in the Merced River Gorge. 

• �When hiking and backpacking close to 
the river, such as along the Mist Trail near 
Vernal and Nevada Falls, visitors can feel 
the spray and see and hear the plunging 
waters.

• �The Merced River’s calm meander 
through the Yosemite Valley provides 
opportunities for swimming and floating 
amidst spectacular scenery, such as Half 
Dome and Yosemite Falls.

• �Within the Merced River and South  
Fork Merced River corridors, sights  
and sounds of the water shape the  
experience of activities such as  
writing, contemplation, nature study,  
photography, artistic expression,  
and fishing.

• �Recreating in the river corridors, and 
participating in Yosemite National Park’s 
education and interpretation programs 
along the rivers acquaint visitors with  
river-dependent wildlife and vegetation, 
as well as the sights, sounds, and  
energy of flowing water. This creates a 
connection with the natural world and 
fosters a stewardship ethic outside the 
park boundary. 

• �Camping and picnicking are two of  
many exemplary experiences within  
the river corridors that create personal  
memories, traditions, and multi- 
generational bonding among families 
and friends.
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Outstandingly Remarkable Value

The Merced and South Fork river corridors offer a diverse range of activities that are enhanced by  
the dramatic scenery and opportunity to observe the continuously changing natural world

Ve
rn

al
 F

al
l; 

ph
ot

o:
 K

ei
th

 W
al

kl
et

t,
 Y

os
em

ite
 N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k 

ar
ch

iv
e

Pa
in

te
r 

ne
ar

 C
ha

pe
l; 

ph
ot

o:
 P

am
 M

ei
er

di
ng

Ra
ng

er
 L

el
an

d 
Ta

rn
ay

 n
ea

r 
Yo

se
m

ite
 F

al
ls

; p
ho

to
: P

am
 M

ei
er

di
ng

Ba
ck

pa
ck

in
g 

al
on

g 
So

ut
h 

Fo
rk

;  
ph

ot
o:

 M
an

dy
 V

an
ce

Fa
m

ily
 p

ic
ni

c;
 p

ho
to

: J
en

 N
er

se
si

an


